
A statement concerning the future ministry of Rev Andrew Mills 
 
This notice is being circulated for information to ministers and congregations in North Western 
Synod. It is not confidential. 
 
We write to let you know that Rev Andrew Mills, Moderator of the North Western Synod of the 
United Reformed Church, has accepted a call to return to local church ministry. Andrew is to serve 
in Southern Synod as minister of Christ Church (UM) Lewes, Cross Way (UM) Seaford and Alfriston 
Mission Project. He and Ruth expect to move there early in 2019. 
 
Andrew has been Synod Moderator since September 2015. During his years of ministry in the 
north west Andrew has encouraged the Synod to reflect carefully on what it means to Walk the 
Way of Jesus and on how members of local congregations can best be helped to develop their 
discipleship. As a consequence of his leadership the Synod Meeting adopted a Missional 
Discipleship strategy dedicated to helping churches focus on this aspect of their calling. Andrew 
has also led the Synod to reorganise the way in which stipendiary ministry is deployed, so that 
ministers’ time and gifts can be focussed in the most fruitful way possible on God’s mission. In the 
wider church Andrew has shared in the ministries of the Moderators’ Meeting and the Northerly 
Synods. In each setting he has been unstinting in giving of his time and energy, and his friendship 
and thoughtfulness have been highly valued.  
 
Andrew offers the following reflection:  
 

“It has been a privilege to serve the denomination in the role of Moderator of the North 
Western Synod and particularly during a period where the Synod has been wrestling with 
significant challenges that confront the whole church. The decision to move mid-term has 
not been taken lightly. 
 

“One of the particular joys for me during this time has been to meet with groups from local 
congregations a few weeks prior to leading worship on a Sunday, so that we could get to 
know each other a little more and to explore some of the mission going on as they shared 
the Good News of Jesus in their community in varied ways. However, these times also 
stirred within me a sense of loss, in that I was no longer able to participate in such patterns 
of work directly and share in the witness of God’s people in these ways. 
 

“Though I have really enjoyed working with many within the Synod and the wider URC, I 
have personally found the role to be very isolating, losing that deep sense of belonging 
within a local Christian community, and where relationships with fellow ministers are 
framed by my role rather than a common sense of colleagueship. Some of you know too 
that Ruth and I struggled with the way in which ‘ministry’ was no longer something which 
we were sharing in together but rather something which I now ‘did’ alone. 
 

“I hope that in responding to the call of my heart I have also heard the call of God as I take 
up this opportunity within congregations to serve in a new phase of ministry.” 

 
Let us be rightly thankful to God for Andrew’s ministry in the north west, sensitive to Andrew’s 
response to God’s call to him to return to local church ministry, and prayerfully supportive of 
Andrew, Ruth and their family as they prepare for the move to the south coast.  
 
Let us also be prayerfully supportive of the churches of the North Western Synod, and of all who 
will be involved in the process of discernment concerning the impending vacancy. 
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